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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

LINKS TO POLICY

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens - Ecc 3:1

At St Mary’s Catholic Voluntary Academy, collective worship is central to who we are as a school. It enables all
members of our school family to grow in relationship with God, to deepen their understanding of faith, and to
celebrate our Catholic identity. Our provision is shaped by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory, the Religious
Education Directory, and the principles of the Catholic Schools Inspectorate Framework.

This plan outlines our collective worship intentions for the year, ensuring all pupils are offered rich, inclusive,
and varied opportunities to engage with the life of the Church. It builds liturgical literacy, spiritual formation,
and opportunities for leadership across all year groups.

As a Catholic school, we are called to be a worshipping community. Our vision for collective worship is rooted
in the mission of the Church and expressed through the rhythm of the liturgical year. At St Mary’s, prayer and
liturgy:

Reflect the seasons and feasts of the Church.
Involve pupils in planning, leading and evaluating worship.
Foster a personal and communal encounter with Christ.
Are inclusive of all, regardless of faith background.
Are informed by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory (2024) and the Religious Education Directory (2023).

School Mission and Vision Statements
Prayer and Liturgy Policy 2025-2028
Catholic Life and Mission Policy 2025-2028
Prayer and Liturgy Directory (2024)
Religious Education Directory (2023)
Catholic Schools Inspectorate Framework (CSI)
Ordo overview
Progression of skills - celebration of the word
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Section 2 Seasonal provision overview 

 
Year C / Year A

Advent 1 
Ordinary Time 

Mission week - The school 
year begins with a focus 
on our Catholic Life and 
Prayer and encompasses 
our SANCTA mission 
statement, class charity 
and Gospel values 

Class charities - Each 
class choose their class 
charity for the year and 
set out a campaign of 
fundraising, awareness 
and community support 
for the year 

Year 6 Retreat - 
Year 6 pupils to bond as a 
year group, prepare for

pupil leadership roles and

reflect on their time at St

Mary’s and begin to think

about transition to

secondary school

Advent 2 Ordinary
Time/ Advent 

All Saints – Holy Day of 
Obligation 
Book of Remembrance – 
remembering and praying 
for the souls of all those 
departed. We invite the 
school community to add to 
the Book. 
Saint Ralph Sherwin-
Celebrating our Trust Feast 
Day with the other 24 
schools, marking the day as 
one community of staff, 
pupils and parents. 
Feast of Christ the King/ 
Youth Sunday – An 
opportunity for our children 
to lead Mass

Lent 1 
Christmastide /Ordinary 

Time 
Feast of the Epiphany – 
Holy Day of Obligation 

New Year Mass - School 
community Mass to 
celebrate start of new 
calendar year and link to 
Baptism of the Lord 

Lent 2 Pentecost 1 
Ordinary Time/Lent Eastertide 

Ash Wednesday -The 
first day of Lent is 
marked with our school 
and parish community. 
Reconciliation: During 
Lent, Fr Greg or 
Fr Stephen will offer the 
Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to pupils 
and staff in school. 

Lenten Campaign - 
During Lent, we focus on 
the needs 
of others. We support 
CAFOD through our Big 
Lent Walk to raise 
money for communities 
who need our help. 

KS2 Easter performance 
– Our Year 3 and 4 
children represent the 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus through music and
 drama

Mary, Mother of God - 
During the month of 
May, we honour Mary, 
the mother of God. We 
will focus on saying and 
singing the Hail Mary. 
We will also hold a 
Marian Procession, to 
which the 
parish and wider 
community 
are invited. 

Pentecost 2 
Eastertide/ Pentecost/ 

Ordinary Time 
Celebrating Men - 
Linking to Father’s Day 
and using St Joseph as 
the Father of Jesus, we 
celebrate the role and 
rights of men and boys 
across the world, in 
history and the Bible 

First Holy Communion 
– Bringing together 
children and families 
together from our 
different parishes who 
have celebrated their 
First Holy Communion 
this year with the
theme of Going Forth. 

Seasonality is something that connects us all on a very human level. When considering our approach to planning and celebrating prayer and liturgy we need to think
first of when in the life of the community it’s taking place. Just as the changing seasons outside help us get a feel for the time of year, we must give special
consideration to making the different seasons in the Church feel different too 

4



 
New school year Mass – An
opportunity to come
together as a school
community and pray for the
year ahead. 

Harvest festival - (CAFOD
family Feast Day) – the
school holds our annual
Harvest festival and gather
donations to support the
Wellspring Centre.
 
Our Lady of the Rosary -
We welcome clergy into
school to celebrate this
feast with us and to pray a
decade of the rosary.

During October, pupils will
learn more about the
rosary. 

Advent Celebration of the
Words Hope Peace Joy
Love 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity -
Our youngest children
represent the birth of Jesus
through music and drama 

Celebrating Women –
Linking to Mother’s Day
and Mary as the Mother
of Jesus, we celebrate
different phenomenal
women, in history, the
Bible and in our lives.
Each class will discuss
and present their
learning in a Celebration
of the Word that is
shared with the school
and parish community 

Stations of the Cross /
Lenten Reflection - Each
class have input into each
Station and creates a
cross to reflect to their
Station and link to their
class charity. This is
presented in a
Celebration of thew
Word 

Saints Peter and Paul:
As this Solemnity falls
on a Monday, the
SANCTA Squad will
prepare a whole school
Mass on the theme of
the Feast. Mass to be
celebrated in school by
parish clergy.
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Advent Term 2026 - Word of the Week and Scripture link 
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Lent Term 2027 - Word of the Week and Scripture link 
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Pentecost Term 2027 - Word of the Week and Scripture link
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Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation for the celebration of Jesus' birth. We aim to
create a peaceful and reflective atmosphere throughout the school to encourage students to enter
into the spirit of waiting and hope.

Classroom and School Environment
Colour Scheme: Decorate your classroom and designated school areas with purple fabrics,
banners, and displays. Purple symbolises royalty, penitence, and preparation, reflecting our
anticipation of the coming King. 
Advent Wreath: The Advent Wreath is a central focus in each classroom. Light the candles each
week during morning prayer or circle time, explaining their significance and connecting them to
the weekly readings and themes. 
Travelling Nativity: Each class will be presented with a Travelling Nativity at the beginning of the
Advent period. Each class takes the bag home for a day or two, allowing students to engage with
the Nativity story in a personal way. Each pupil is asked to complete a prayer in the prayer
journal with a focus on the Word of the Week. 
Music: Advent carols and hymns become a focus in our choirs, assemblies, and prayer times. 

Prayer and Liturgy
Advent Prayer journal: Each pupil is asked to complete a prayer in the prayer journal with a focus
on the Word of the Week and a reflection on the Travelling Nativity. 
Celebrations of the Word: These are kept simple and focused on the Word of the Week. Children
are given the opportunity in class Collective Worship to further explore prayer and reflections
important to them. 

Overall Tone

We maintain a sense of quiet anticipation and reflection throughout Advent. Children are
encouraged to consider the true meaning of Christmas and how they can prepare their hearts to
receive Jesus.

ADVENT / CHRISTMASTIDE

Advent ResourcesAdvent Events
Weekly Mass during Advent
Reconciliation
Advent Service
Weekly hymn practice including carols
Carol service in church and singing in care
homes
Raising funds for ACN
Class celebrations of the the word
Advent Mission Day
Invite parish and community to Advent
Service and nativities

Within each class:

Wreath
Candles
Nativity Scence
Purple cloth
Carol sheets 9



Ordinary Time is the longest liturgical season, offering us a time for growth and deepening our faith.
We celebrate the ongoing presence of Christ in our lives and strive to live out the Gospel message in
our daily actions.

Classroom and School Environment
Colour Scheme: Use green fabrics and decorations to symbolise spiritual growth and new life.
Create displays that showcase the fruits of the Holy Spirit and the virtues we are cultivating. 

Mary Garden: The school prayer garden becomes a central focus during Ordinary Time. We
encourage childfren to spend time in the garden, observing the natural world and connecting it
to their spiritual growth. Consider planting flowers or herbs as a class, symbolizing the growth
theme. 

 
Prayer and Liturgy

 Morning Prayer: Begin each day with a special prayer for Ordinary Time. The Our Father is a
central traditional prayer during this season, reminding us of our relationship with God and our
call to live as his children. 
Celebrations of the Word: We incorporate the Sunday readings into reflections and discussions
and pupils are encouraged to reflect on how the Gospel message apply to their lives. 

Overall Tone
We maintain an upbeat and positive tone throughout Ordinary Time. The focus is on our missionary
role to spread the Good News and encourage students to share their faith with others. 

ORDINARY TIME

Ordinary Time ResourcesOrdinary Time Events
Welcome Mass
Special Friends Assembly
Our Lady’s Birthday
October Rosary
May Crowning
Holy Days of obligation
Trust Feast Day
Class Celebration of the word
Mission Days
Year 6 Mission Day/retreat

Within each class:

Green cloth
Blue cloth
Rosary beads
candles
Rosary reflections 
Statue/images of Mary
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Lent is a season of reflection, repentance, and renewal. We journey with Jesus towards the cross, reflecting on
our own need for forgiveness and striving to deepen our relationship with God.
Classroom and School Environment

Classroom and School Environment
Colour Scheme - Throughout Lent, classrooms and communal areas at St Mary’s are dressed in purple or
violet to reflect the liturgical colour of the season – a sign of penance, preparation, and hope. These visual
reminders help to create a calm and reflective atmosphere where children are invited to journey spiritually
through Lent.
Travelling Lenten Image - Each class takes turns to welcome our Travelling Lenten Image, which includes a
special prayer journal and holding cross. Children are encouraged to spend time at home with their families
in quiet reflection and to write their own heartfelt prayers in the journal, deepening their Lenten experience
and strengthening the home–school–parish partnership.
Stations of the Cross -  In preparation for Holy Week, every class designs and creates a cross inspired by one
of the Stations of the Cross. These are brought together in a special whole-school Celebration of the Word, to
which families and members of our parish communities are warmly invited. This meaningful event allows us
to journey with Jesus through his Passion in a way that is accessible and reverent for all children.

Prayer and Liturgy
Morning Prayer - Each school day during Lent begins with a focused Lenten prayer, rooted in our school
vision of journeying with Mary to Jesus. These prayers reflect on themes of repentance, mercy, and renewal,
helping children to orient their hearts towards God each morning.
Sacrament of Reconciliation -  At appropriate stages in their faith journey, children are supported to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Preparation takes place through dedicated prayer and catechesis, allowing
pupils to understand the beauty and grace of God's forgiveness in an age-appropriate and meaningful way.
Shared Prayer - Opportunities for collective prayer and quiet reflection are embedded into the rhythm of
school life throughout Lent. Children are encouraged to pause, examine their conscience, and open their
hearts to God's love and mercy, both in class and through whole-school acts of worship.

Overall Tone
During the Lenten season, St Mary’s embraces a spirit of simplicity, silence, and reverence. A calm and prayerful
tone is evident across the school, helping all members of our community to focus on the Lenten call to prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. Children are nurtured to grow in compassion, self-discipline, and faith as they prepare
to celebrate the joy of the Resurrection at Easter.

LENT

Lent ResourcesLent Events
Ash Wednesday Mass
Lenten promises in each class
Sacrament of Reconciliation for 

       KS2 classes
Whole school Stations art project
Stations of the cross 
Lenten celebrations of the word
Lent Mission Day 
Weekly attendance at parish Mass
Holy Week Production LKS2
BIG Lent Walk charity - almsgiving

Within each class:
lenten images
crucifix
purple cloth
purple ribbon
Stations of the cross
Cross with hammer, 

       nails and crown of thorns 11



EASTERTIDE

Easter ResourcesEaster Events

Eastertide is a season of great joy and celebration, marking the resurrection of Christ. We celebrate the
new life that Jesus offers us and rejoice in the hope of eternal life.

Classroom and School Environment
Colour Scheme - At St Mary’s, classrooms and shared areas are adorned with white and gold during
Eastertide - liturgical colours symbolising purity, light, and the joy of the Resurrection. These colours
serve as a visual reminder of the hope and new life we celebrate throughout this season of rejoicing.
Mary and Wellbeing Gardens - Each class spends time in our Mary and Wellbeing Gardens during
Eastertide, reflecting on the themes of new life and renewal. As the natural world blooms around us,
children are invited to observe signs of spring and make connections between the Resurrection of
Jesus and the beauty of God’s creation. These quiet outdoor space supports both spiritual reflection
and environmental stewardship.

Prayer and Liturgy
Morning Prayer - Every school day begins with joyful Easter prayers, giving thanks for the Resurrection
and the hope it brings. The ‘Glory Be’ is a central prayer during this time, praising the Trinity and
celebrating the eternal life won for us in Christ. These moments of prayer remind children that Easter is
not just one day, but a joyful season.
Celebrations of the word - Our school prayer life during Eastertide centres around the Resurrection
accounts in Scripture. Through class and whole-school celebrations of the word, children encounter the
risen Christ through stories such as the road to Emmaus and the appearance in the upper room. These
liturgies deepen our understanding of the Easter message and allow us to proclaim, "Alleluia!" with
hearts full of joy.

Overall Tone
At St Mary’s, Eastertide is marked by a spirit of joy, celebration, and thanksgiving. A positive and hope-
filled tone flows throughout the school, as we encourage all children to live out the message of the
Resurrection in their words and actions—bringing light, kindness, and love to those around them. We
journey together, with Mary, in joy, towards Jesus, risen and glorified.

Easter Mission Day
Eastertide celebrations

       of the word
Sacramental Programme 

       First Holy Communions
MP invited to speak about 

      dignity of workers and 
     human dignity  (CST link)

May Crowning
Ascension Mass

Within each class:
White/gold cloths
Easter garden
Stations of the resurrection 
Alleluia displayed
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Pentecost ResourcesPentecost Events

Pentecost marks the descent of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church. We celebrate the gifts of
the Holy Spirit and our call to share the Good News with the world. This then leads to our second
period of Ordinary Time.

Classroom and School Environment
Colour Scheme - At St Mary’s, after the joyful feast of Pentecost, we continue to use green fabrics
and decorations throughout our classrooms and worship areas, symbolising spiritual growth,
renewal, and the flourishing of the Church. Red is used prominently around Pentecost itself to
reflect the fire and power of the Holy Spirit descending upon the apostles. These colours help to
visually anchor our children in the liturgical season and its rich meaning.

Prayer and Liturgy
Celebrations of the Word - During Pentecost and the season that follows, our liturgies focus on
the Acts of the Apostles and the birth and mission of the early Church. Children are invited to reflect
on how the Holy Spirit continues to inspire and guide us today, both individually and as a
community. Through prayer and scripture, they are encouraged to consider how they can respond
to the Spirit’s promptings in their own lives.
Morning Prayer - Each day starts with a prayer to the Holy Spirit emphasising the role of the Holy
Spirit in our lives and our call to discipleship.
Mass attendance - Each class attends the parish weekday Mass.

Overall Tone

Throughout Pentecost at St Mary’s, we foster a joyful, energised, and hope-filled atmosphere. Children
are encouraged to recognise their God-given gifts and to use them in service to others, living as active
witnesses of Christ. Rooted in our school vision of journeying with Mary to Jesus, we empower our
pupils to be missionary disciples—sharing the Good News with confidence, courage, and love.

PENTECOST

Pentecost Mission Day
Pentecost celebrations of
the word
Going Forth Mass
Leavers’ (Missionary
Disciples) Mass
Leavers’ Assembly
Transition 

Within each class:
Red cloth
Green cloth (after
Pentecost Sunday)
Holy Spirit artifacts
Missionary Discipleship
images/artifacts 13



 

Section 3) Description and rationale of provision 
RHYTHM OF PRAYER & LITURGY – Weekly Timetable 
When we look at more formal gatherings, such as Celebrations of the word and the variety
of opportunities to experience prayer and liturgy in school, we must also look at the rhythm
that each day / week / term takes and start to make decisions about how to further embed
the seasons into the experiences of our community. The opportunity to use different start
and end of day prayers for example, or to offer extra opportunities during different seasons,
such as reconciliation during Advent and Lent, can all help shape an awareness for all people
of the Church’s liturgical year. The important aspect to remember is to be deliberate and
purposeful in shaping a rhythm of prayer and liturgy that is in harmony with the liturgical
year, and that is engaging and accessible for all. 

14

Day Colloective Worship
Who is responsible or
leading 

Monday

Upwards Celebration of the Word Reception join
in Pentecost Term
EYFS joint COTW during Advent and Lent 
Nursery class COTW (Pentecost) 
Theme: Sunday Gospel/ 
Word of the week

SLT /Lay Chaplain/ SANCTA Squad
EYFS staff lead class COTW

Tuesday

Whole School Celebration of the 
Word - hymn practise
Theme: Word of the Week, House 
Saints, Liturgical Seasons etc 

EYFS learn hymn in class 

Reception join in Pentecost

Class Teachers

Wednesday

Class Celebration of the Word
A: Class celebration of the word – pupil led in
classes, using the word of the week, linked to
RED planning, inspirational people or feast days,
class charities or CST themes, Lay chaplain’s
PowerPoints.
Or 
B: In class worship from the prayer menu. This
can be pupil or teacher led. Should allow for
opportunities for different experiences such as
Visio or Lectio Divina.

Class teachers and/or pupils (supported by
Support staff)

Thursday Please do either A or B whichever you did
not do on Wednesday

Class teachers and/or pupils (supported by
Support staff)

Friday

Whole School Celebration 
Theme: Word/mission of the week
Theme: Class CoWs, Other Faiths, 
Notable dates & achievements SLT
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Section 4) Local Context and The School Calendar 
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Section 4) Local Context and Whole School Yearly Provision 2026-27 
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kj

Prayer tables prepared by Faith Friemds
and SANCTA Squad - use resources based

on weekly theme and CST links

Visual and hearing support, where necessary - 
visual aids aids and artifacts. SEND Environment checks 

Friday bulletin
CLM termly newsletter

News reports where age appropriate 

COTW prepared by Lay Chaplain  and SANCTA
Squad or class

Luncthime Prayer groups

Hymns and class COTW

Class COTW

Class COTW

Altar servers
Parish Ambassador updates (each half term)

Sacramental Programme
Parish Fair/events

Celebration COTW based on word of the week/CST

WEEKLY PLANNER 

Word of the Week 

Refer to termly overview in Ordo
calendar

Monday

Evaluation By: Lay Chaplain,
SANCTA Squad,
Faith Friends, SLT
and LGB

Opportunities & Resources

Inclusion & Accessibility

Updates / News

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday / Sunday

Friday
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All of our prayer and liturgy is evaluated to ensure that our offer is quality assured. 

Each year, prayer and liturgy in our school is reviewed as a whole by the Headteacher, Chaplain
and RE Lead, and an action plan for the following year produced to ensure any points from the
evaluation, feedback and monitoring become a focus. 

30

SECTION 5 - EVALUATION & MONITORING

(Optional)

Space
Worship Book



Season – At St Mary’s, giving each season of the year its own distinct atmosphere
helps everyone feel safe, included, and connected. Classroom spaces will
incorporate seasonal elements into daily life, enabling all pupils, including those with
SEND, to link their familiar experiences with times of prayer and liturgy. For example,
RE corners and focal areas will reflect liturgical colours, seasonal vocabulary, and
relevant images. Planning for RE and/or Collective Worship will take into account the
need for any pre-teaching or sensitive discussions, particularly where topics may be
challenging for some pupils.

Scripture – Using accessible translations such as the Good News Translation (GNT),
alongside simplified texts, pictorial resources, videos, music, and visual supports
(e.g. Widgits), helps to remove barriers to engaging with Scripture. Text will be
displayed clearly, using dyslexia-friendly fonts and suitable background colours to
enhance readability. Instruction in prayer and liturgy will be carefully scaffolded to
ensure full participation.

Senses – Being aware of pupils’ sensory and physical needs enables us to make
appropriate adjustments where needed. These will be discussed with pupils so they
have the right supports and aids, helping them feel comfortable and able to
participate fully at all times.

Structure – Using the adapted planning sheets provides a scaffolded approach to
preparing Celebrations of the Word. Incorporating a ‘now and next’ format into
prayer and liturgy—through the use of graphics on PowerPoints or in booklets—will
help pupils feel more secure and ready for each stage of the experience.

INCLUSIVE PRACTICE
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Respectful Dialogue and Consultation – At St Mary’s Catholic Voluntary Academy, when meeting
the needs of pupils and staff from other faith traditions, we place great importance on open,
respectful dialogue with families and, wherever possible, with local religious leaders. This ensures we
understand the perspectives and sensitivities of those involved, enabling us to make well-informed
decisions about appropriate levels of participation in prayer and liturgy.

Prioritising Sensitivity and Integrity – In line with our commitment to inclusivity and respect, we
recognise that it is not appropriate to ask individuals from other faith traditions to take part in
liturgical actions or statements that may conflict with their own beliefs. This includes reciting
Trinitarian prayers, making the Sign of the Cross, or reading from Christian Scriptures during formal
acts of prayer or liturgy.

Creating Opportunities for Shared Reflection – While honouring the boundaries of liturgical
participation, St Mary’s actively seeks opportunities for shared reflection and prayer that
acknowledge the shared dignity, humanity, and spiritual journeys of all. 

This is complemented by our Religious Education curriculum, which includes the study of Other
World Faiths each year, enabling pupils to deepen their understanding and respect for different
beliefs. Each year group focuses on a particular aspect:

EYFS – Traditional clothing and stories
Year 1 – Special days and rituals
Year 2 – Prayer traditions
Year 3 – Places of worship
Year 4 – Holy books
Year 5 – Beliefs and festivals
Year 6 – Values and belonging

OTHER FAITHS
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	Pentecost Mission Day
	Pentecost celebrations of the word
	Going Forth Mass
	Leavers’ (Missionary Disciples) Mass
	Leavers’ Assembly
	Transition

	Pentecost Resources
	Within each class:
	Red cloth
	Green cloth (after Pentecost Sunday)
	Holy Spirit artifacts
	Missionary Discipleship images/artifacts
	Section 3) Description and rationale of provision

	RHYTHM OF PRAYER & LITURGY – Weekly Timetable
	When we look at more formal gatherings, such as Celebrations of the word and the variety of opportunities to experience prayer and liturgy in school, we must also look at the rhythm that each day / week / term takes and start to make decisions about how to further embed the seasons into the experiences of our community. The opportunity to use different start and end of day prayers for example, or to offer extra opportunities during different seasons, such as reconciliation during Advent and Lent, can all help shape an awareness for all people of the Church’s liturgical year. The important aspect to remember is to be deliberate and purposeful in shaping a rhythm of prayer and liturgy that is in harmony with the liturgical year, and that is engaging and accessible for all.

	Day
	Colloective Worship
	Who is responsible or leading
	Monday
	EYFS joint COTW during Advent and Lent
	Nursery class COTW (Pentecost)
	Theme: Sunday Gospel/
	Word of the week

	Tuesday
	Word - hymn practise
	Theme: Word of the Week, House
	Saints, Liturgical Seasons etc
	EYFS learn hymn in class
	Reception join in Pentecost

	Wednesday
	A: Class celebration of the word – pupil led in classes, using the word of the week, linked to RED planning, inspirational people or feast days, class charities or CST themes, Lay chaplain’s PowerPoints.
	Or
	B: In class worship from the prayer menu. This can be pupil or teacher led. Should allow for opportunities for different experiences such as Visio or Lectio Divina.

	Thursday
	Friday
	Theme: Word/mission of the week
	Theme: Class CoWs, Other Faiths,
	Notable dates & achievements
	SLT


	WEEKLY PLANNER
	Word of the Week
	Refer to termly overview in Ordo calendar
	COTW prepared by Lay Chaplain  and SANCTA Squad or class
	Luncthime Prayer groups

	Monday
	Opportunities & Resources
	Tuesday
	By: Lay Chaplain, SANCTA Squad, Faith Friends, SLT and LGB

	Evaluation
	Inclusion & Accessibility
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Updates / News
	Friday
	Saturday / Sunday
	SECTION 5 - EVALUATION & MONITORING
	All of our prayer and liturgy is evaluated to ensure that our offer is quality assured.
	Each year, prayer and liturgy in our school is reviewed as a whole by the Headteacher, Chaplain and RE Lead, and an action plan for the following year produced to ensure any points from the evaluation, feedback and monitoring become a focus.

	INCLUSIVE PRACTICE
	OTHER FAITHS


