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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 
On Monday, our Year 4 pupils beautifully led our whole school 

celebration of the word on the theme of Inclusion. They 

helped us understand that inclusion means welcoming 

everyone as a child of God, regardless of our differences, 

and creating a community where everyone feels valued and 

respected. Through prayer, reflection, and storytelling, they 

reminded us that we can promote inclusion by being open 

to others, standing up against discrimination, and ensuring everyone has a voice. Linking their message 

with Black History Month, Year 4 powerfully retold the story of Rosa Parks and her courageous stand for 

equality and inclusion. They left us with a meaningful mission for the week — to look for those who might 

need a friend, speak kindly to everyone, include others in our games, conversations, and prayers, and 

remember that when we welcome others, we welcome Jesus Himself. 

 

MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary and Bishop Patrick has once again set us 

a mission of praying one decade of the Rosary (one Our Father, ten Hail Mary’s 

and one Glory Be) each weekday during October. You can track your progress 

using this chart. We will be help with this by setting aside time in one class worship 

per week during October to say a decade of the Rosary and also each Monday 

Dan, our chaplain, will lead a Rosary Club at lunchtime. 

 

WEDNESDAY WORD The latest version of the Wednesday Word can be accessed here. Please enjoy 

spending some time sharing the Word with your children. 

BE INTERNET LEGENDS 

Today, our pupils enjoyed an inspiring visit from Google’s and Parent Kind’s 

Be Internet Legends team, who delivered an engaging assembly all about 

making smart choices online. The programme empowers children to be 

confident, kind, and safe explorers of the digital world by following the 

Internet Legends Code: Be Internet Sharp (think before sharing), Be Internet 

Alert (check it’s for real), and Be Internet Secure (protect information). We 

were also delighted to welcome Lisa Smart MP, who joined us to highlight 

the importance of online safety for all children. Lisa met with our amazing Year 5 Digital Leaders to hear 

how they help promote exciting but responsible use of digital technology across St Mary’s. 

 

FIRE SERVICE BONFIRE AND FIREWORK SAFETY TALK 

Yesterday, we were delighted to welcome representatives from the 

Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service who visited school to talk 

to our Y3-Y6 pupils about bonfire and firework safety in the lead-up to 

Bonfire Night. The firefighters shared important advice on how to stay 

safe around fires and fireworks, the dangers of handling sparklers, and 

what to do in an emergency. Pupils listened carefully and asked 

thoughtful questions, showing great understanding of how to enjoy 

Bonfire Night safely and responsibly. The children even volunteered to 

dress me  (Mr Nish) as a Fire Fighter!  We are very grateful to the Fire 

Service for their time and for helping our children learn how to keep 

themselves and others safe during this exciting time of year.  

http://www.st-marys-marplebridge.stockport.sch.uk/
http://stmarysmarplebridge.org.uk/
https://www.holyspiritmarple.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f4d225a0e06d034e3255ec8/t/632c51d65266776cbb1f30fe/1663848937055/The+Rosary+Challenge+Sheet.pdf
https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/sharing?pid=MTA101634&v=69.10
https://parentzone.org.uk/beinternetlegends
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PARENTS EVENINGS 

The first parents evening of the year on Wednesday was a wonderful 

celebration of the children’s start to the new school year. A reminder that 

the second of our parents evenings will take place in person on Wednesday 

22 October 2025 from 3:40pm to 6:30pm in the school hall. Appointments 

are scheduled for ten minutes and offer you the opportunity to discuss how 

your child(ren) has settled into their new class, an opportunity to look at 

aspects of their work to date and discuss key targets for the coming year. If 

you are yet to make an appointment they can be made here. We look 

forward to meeting with you. 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Each October, we mark Black History Month as a time to celebrate the 

achievements, history, culture, and contributions of Black people, both 

past and present. It’s an important opportunity to shine a light on 

individuals and events that have shaped our world but may not always 

have been given the recognition they deserve. 

At St Mary’s, however, learning about Black history isn’t confined to just 

one month. We believe that exploring different cultures, backgrounds, 

and experiences should happen throughout the year. Black history is 

woven into our curriculum, whether through studying inspirational 

scientists and leaders, learning about the civil rights movement in history, reading diverse authors in 

English, or celebrating Black artists and musicians. 

Our St Mary’s Mission and SANCTA Values remind us of the importance of respect, inclusion, and 

celebrating the uniqueness of every person. We believe that everyone’s story matters, and we work 

to ensure that every child feels seen, heard, valued, and respected in our school community. 

 

WELLSPRING – HARVEST COLLECTION 2025 

A heartfelt thank you to all our St Mary’s families for your wonderful 

generosity in supporting this year’s Harvest collection for The 

Wellspring. Your kindness will make a real and lasting difference to 

people in our local community who are facing difficult times. 

We received this lovely message of thanks from The Wellspring 

team: “Thank you, Saint Mary’s, for your incredible support and 

generosity. This year’s theme, Growing Futures Beyond 

Homelessness, reminds us that every donation helps to plant seeds 

of hope. Your kindness provides not just food, but the chance for 

people to rebuild their lives, find stability, and look forward to a 

brighter future. Together, we are helping people grow beyond homelessness and into new 

beginnings.” Your compassion truly reflects our mission to live out the Gospel message of love and 

service - helping others to grow and flourish with hope. 
 

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 2026 

The deadline of 31 October for Year 6 parents/carers to apply for a secondary 

school place for September 2025 is fast approaching. Applications to enter 

Nursery, Reception and Year 7 in September 2025 are now open. To avoid 

disappointment please ensure that you apply by the on-time deadlines: 31 

October 2025 for Year 7, 15 January 2026 for Reception, 31 March 2026 for 

Nursery. Please follow the below links for useful information which you should 

read before submitting your application:  Nursery and school admissions - 

Stockport Council and  Admissions explained - Stockport Council. 
 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2foutlook.office.com%2fbook%2fAdvent2025ParentsEvening1%40srscmat.co.uk%2f%3fismsaljsauthenabled&c=E,1,dL472MXU-llWV_Z_Dbg7_tlUKSYPMgZFIaPEpX2zzqa5oE9ekjYHHUKLdX6lWfJnctKGoH8W5ZChicCEIsu94oW2Ou3IwZLf6KmjmJu-pVHGEdfZ1A,,&typo=1
https://www.stockport.gov.uk/topic/nursery-and-school-admissions
https://www.stockport.gov.uk/topic/nursery-and-school-admissions
https://www.stockport.gov.uk/admissions-explained/allocation-of-school-places
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AdventParentsEvening2024@srscmat.co.uk/bookings/
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DOODLE LEARNING – AUTUMN COMPETITION 

Between 20 October and 24 November, Doodle are 

running an exciting competition where your child 

could WIN a Doodle goodie pack! Designed to encourage 

a few minutes of daily maths practice, taking part is a fun 

way to promote healthy learning habits and build their 

knowledge. Plus, everyone who reaches the star target will 

receive a printable certificate AND an exclusive in-app badge to celebrate their hard work! Please 

click here for full details. 

 

CHARITY FUNDRAISING 

I would like to offer a sincere thank you to all our parents and 

families for your wonderful generosity over the past two 

Fridays. On Family Fast Day, we raised an amazing £165.65 for 

CAFOD, helping to fund life-changing projects that support 

communities in need around the world. The following week, 

to mark World Mental Health Day, we collected £128.90 for 

Young Minds, a charity that provides vital support for the 

mental health and well-being of children and young people. 

Your continued generosity and compassion show the true spirit of our St Mary’s school family to 

nurture and support. 

 

OPEN EVENTS FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS/CARERS 

There will be an open morning from 10:00am – 11:30am on Wednesday 5 November 

and an open afternoon from 1:30pm – 3:00pm on Wednesday 12 November 2025 for 

prospective parents/carers who are considering sending their children to St Mary’s in 

September 2026. If you are in this position, or know of families who are, please spread 

the word. At both events prospective parents/carers will have the opportunity to visit 

our wonderful school, meet some of our amazing children and staff, stay and play and 

see St Mary’s in action.  

 
ST MARY’S PARISH MARPLE BRIDGE AND NEW MILLS CHRISTMAS FAIR 

The parish of St Mary's, Marple Bridge, and The Annunciation, New Mills, is 

holding its 2025 parish Christmas Fair and, as part of the parish family, you 

are warmly invited! 

The Christmas Fair will take place on Saturday 8 November, from 10:00am 

to 1:00pm at the parish hall in New Mills (St. Mary's Road, New Mills, High 

Peak, Derbyshire, SK22 3BW). There will be a tombola, cakes, refreshments, 

music and themed stalls, including a St Mary’s school stall. 

 

PTA NEWS – SPONSORED BOUNCE AND SPARKLE DISCO 

The children had a fantastic bounce day on Wednesday. We are very 

grateful to all our parent volunteers for the intense counting that went on! 

Thank you to all those who have paid in sponsorship money so far to the 

GoFundMe page. Please pay in any outstanding monies by the first week 

back after half term break. The PTA want to get the wish list items ordered 

asap! If you have yet to donate the link is here. We are hugely grateful to 

Jordan from Kings Bouncy Castle Hire who very kindly provided the bouncy 

castle for us to use. Please have a look at his site if you need a bouncy 

castle for an event Kings Bouncy Castle Hire. His number is 07496 495 671. 

Tickets for our fabulous Sparkle Disco to be held on Friday 7 November are 

now on sale! Tickets will be priced at £4. We are once again having one 

big family disco from 5:00-6:15pm. There will be a tuck shop, hot dogs, pizza, tattoos and a licenced 

bar. Sparkly clothing can be worn! Tickets are available here via the PTA website. 

https://doodlelearning.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AutumnChallenge2025-ParentGuide-RGB.pdf?utm_source=sendgrid_campaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=teacher_ac1
https://doodlelearning.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AutumnChallenge2025-ParentGuide-RGB.pdf?utm_source=sendgrid_campaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=teacher_ac1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gofundme.com%2ff%2fydz9fy-sponsored-bounce-2025%3fattribution_id%3dsl%3a0857dc1d-473f-45f3-9a69-edd0bcdc6828%26lang%3den_GB%26ts%3d1759995502%26utm_campaign%3dfp_sharesheet%26utm_content%3damp13_c%26utm_medium%3dcustomer%26utm_source%3dcopy_link&c=E,1,UxOyDbkCpAMVCWr67DmUbjGOc8GpqApMYlHMZvkvcdqO5fUtjbYdjiBZSLctctDQzLubQEioQsXyl_BMkPO_TUHkzBLZ2EPNH65FjHYxfYP4dApcGVVGoMhp8Tqe&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.kingsbouncycastlehire.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,FpCCsq2Jz3rv3FAGv8Koh-zE4DEDRR18MaGseSTiVZ21k_HMQ3Rar7r7yjPNENNZN1sDXsSLvBMTvD2ikt1dRQWbORfjMyiZmO59SVUlErIiCkkIicY7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.stmaryspta.org.uk%2fsparkle-disco-25%2f&c=E,1,tRbkhXKrSmK03fBgywv4LlSIQC9A2juaHQjT2BeO_FQ636pYVIYkKt4ilURD8j-fTifnUvxA00FDn5uOszp_WI1WOlFZdcjf-St2gXfAv8-BQ75tTrp_6p8L&typo=1
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SCHOOL STREETS CONSULTATION 

Stockport Council is proposing to introduce a School Street outside 

St Mary’s on Lowry Drive. The initiative aims to make the road safer, 

reduce congestion, and encourage families to walk, cycle or scoot 

to school. Feedback from those who attended the recent drop-in 

was very positive, with many welcoming the plans to improve safety 

and promote active travel. The consultation runs from 6 October to 

17 November, and you can still share your views by completing the 

online survey at www.stockport.gov.uk/haveyoursay. 

 

FAMILY FUN AT THE FESTIVAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Families are warmly invited to take part in a free half-term 

event at Manchester Central Library, held as part of the 

Festival of Social Science. This interactive afternoon is perfect 

for primary school-aged children and their families, offering 

a variety of engaging, hands-on activities that bring social 

science to life in a fun and accessible way. It’s a brilliant 

opportunity to learn, explore, and enjoy time together… and 

best of all, it’s completely free! 

When: Wednesday 29 October, 1:00–3:00pm 

Where: Manchester Central Library 

Cost: Free 

 

THE MONTH (OR SO) AHEAD…KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Date Event 

Please note the dates and times detailed below are provisional and may 

be changed if necessary. New dates in bold. 

22 October Parents Evenings. 3:40 – 6:30pm. Parents Evening Advent 2025 

24 October Celebration Assembly 2:20pm. All welcome. 

24 October School closes for October half term. 

3 November School reopens following October half term. 

5 November  Open Morning for prospective Nursery and Reception parents 10:00-11:30am. 

8 November St Mary’s Parish Christmas Fair, New Mills. 10:00am – 1:00pm. 

10 November Year 3 celebration of the word at 2:30pm. All welcome. 

11 November Remembrance Service 10:50am – 11:05am. All welcome. 

12 November Open Afternoon for prospective Nursery and Reception parents 1:30-3:00pm. 

24 November Year 6 celebration of the word at 2:30pm. All welcome. 

25 November School photographs.  

28 November School Christmas Fair. 3:30pm – 5:30pm. All welcome. 

30 November PTA Wreath Making Workshop 3:00pm – 5:00pm. Marple Scout Hut. 

1 December Advent Service 2:30pm – 3:00pm. All welcome. 

2 December Junior Festival of Carols led by Y3. St George’s Church, Heaviley at 7:30pm. 

5 December INSET Day. School closed to children. 

8 December Pantomime at Romiley Forum.  

11 December Nursery and Reception Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

14 December Carol Service at Holy Spirit Church, Marple at 4:00pm. All welcome. 

17 December Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

18 December Christmas Dinner. 

19 December Carol Service 1:30pm-2:15pm in the school hall. All welcome. 

19 December School closes for the Christmas holidays. 

5 January School reopens following the Christmas holidays. 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. Mr John Nish. 

https://www.stockport.gov.uk/haveyoursay
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2foutlook.office.com%2fbook%2fAdvent2025ParentsEvening1%40srscmat.co.uk%2f%3fismsaljsauthenabled&c=E,1,dL472MXU-llWV_Z_Dbg7_tlUKSYPMgZFIaPEpX2zzqa5oE9ekjYHHUKLdX6lWfJnctKGoH8W5ZChicCEIsu94oW2Ou3IwZLf6KmjmJu-pVHGEdfZ1A,,&typo=1

